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SUBJECT: WOLA HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT ON BOLIVIA

1. A REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTSIN BOLIVIA HAS BEEN ISSUED

BY THE WASHINGTON OFFICE ON LATIN AMERICA (WOLA). WOLA IS
BELIEVED TO BE SUPPORTED, AT LEAST IN PART, BY USRELI-

GIOUS ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING IN BOLIVIA. OVER THE PAST
SEVERAL MONTHSWOLA HAS DEVOTED INCREASING ATTENTION TO
BOLIVIA AND VARIOUS REPORTS IT HAS PRODUCED HAVE BEEN
CRITICAL. THE REPORTS ARE DISTRIBUTED TO PRIVATE CITIZENS
AND ORGANIZATIONS, VARIOUS USG OFFICES, AND CONGRESSMEN.

2. IMPORTANT SECTIONS OF THE MOST RECENT REPORT, WHICH IS
A SYNOPSIS OF SEVERAL OTHER LONGER ONES, ARE REPRODUCED
BELOW. THE DEPARTMENT REQUESTS EMBASSY COMMENT ON THE
ACCUSATIONS AND INNUENDOS CONTAINED IN THE REPORT, WITH
PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO FIGURES. VERY BRIEF STATEMENTS
KEYED TO THE PARAGRAPHS OF THE REPORT WILL BE SUFFICIENT.
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A RESPONSE PRIOR TO THE OCTOBER 12 HUMPHREY SUB-COMMITTEE
HEARINGS WOULD BE USEFUL.

3. QUOTE: BOLIVIA REMAINSVIRTUALLY UNNOTICED IN THE

MIDST OF THE MOUNTING CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. THISIS
INTOLERABLE IN LIGHT OF ITS DEPLORABLE HUMAN RIGHTS RECORD.
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SINCE 1971 OVER 6,000 PERSONS HAVE BEEN EXILED OR FORCED

TO FLEE THE COUNTRY; WELL OVER 2,000 PERSONS HAVE BEEN
IMPRISONED FOR POLITICAL REASONS AND AT LEAST 20 POLITICAL
PRISONERS HAVE BEEN MURDERED BY THE SECURITY FORCES. NOT
ONE POLITICAL PRISONER HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO TRIAL SINCE
NOVEMBER 1974 AND SOME 150 POLITICAL PRISONERS REMAIN IN
JAIL TODAY.

4. IN FULL KNOWLEDGE OF THESE FACTSAND OTHERS THE STATE
DEPARTMENT REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES POINTSTO
SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS IN THE AREA OF HUMAN RIGHTS SINCE
GENERAL HUGO BANZER OVERTHREW THE POPULIST GOVERNMENT OF
JUAN JOSE TORRESIN 1971. THISREPORT GROSSLY MISREPRE-

SENTS THE BOLIVIAN SITUATION WHEN IT ALLEGES THAT "MOST
BOLIVIANS ENJOY AN ORDERLY AND PEACEFUL SOCIETY AND ARE
NORMALLY SECURE FROM ABUSES."

5. ALL OPPOSITION TO GOVERNMENT POLICY ISSILENCED BY A
STRONG AND SYSTEMATIC REPRESSION. GOVERNMENT SECURITY
FORCES CAN DETAIN INDEFINITELY AND INVESTIGATE WITHOUT
LEGAL RESTRICTIONS ALL OFFENSES AGAINST THE "PUBLIC ORDER"
AND THE"SECURITY OF THE STATE." ASOF NOVEMBER 9, 1974

ALL POLITICAL PARTIES, TRADE UNIONS, AND STUDENT AND PRO-
FESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS HAVE BEEN BANNED. AN OBLIGATORY
CIVIL SERVICE COMMANDSANY BOLIVIAN OVER THEAGE OF 21 TO
SERVE THE STATE FOR AN UNDETERMINED PERIOD OF TIME. TRA-
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VELLING ISRESTRICTED, MAIL IS CENSURED AND HOUSES ARE
CONTINUOUSLY RAIDED AND THE PERSONAL BELONGINGS OF OCCU-
PANTS CONFISCATED BY SECURITY FORCES.

6. ALL UNIVERSITIESWERE CLOSED DOWN FOR OVER A YEAR
DURING 1971 AND 1972 AND HIGH SCHOOLS AND UNIVERSITIESHAVE
BEEN SHUT DOWN INTERMITTENTLY SINCE THEN. STUDENTS AND
FACULTY MEMBERS ARE CONSTANTLY SUBJECT TO ARREST, EXPUL-
SION AND HARASSMENT FOR THEIR TEACHINGS AND BELIEFS.

7. "FREEDOM OF THE PRESS' HAS BEEN MADE A MOCKERY OF BY

THE EXILING OF IMPRISONMENT OF 194 JOURNALISTSAND THE
RANSACKING AND FORCED CLOSING OF MANY RADIO STATIONS. A
NATIONAL INFORMATION SERVICE HAS BEEN DESIGNED TO MORE
SYSTEMATICALLY CONTROL COMMUNICATIONS. AS OF OCTOBER 1976
THE HIGH COMMAND OF THE ARMED FORCES HAS PROHIBITED THE
PUBLICATION OF ALL ARTICLES AND COMMENTARIES CRITICAL OF
STATE DIGNITARIES AND MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES.

8. THEUNITED STATES COMPTROLLER GENERAL'S REPORT TO

CONGRESS OF JANUARY 30, 1975, BOLIVIA, AN ASSESSMENT OF US
POLICIES AND PROGRAMS, ILLUMINATES THE UNDERLYING

Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009

OBJECTIVES OF USPOLICY TOWARD BOLIVIA OVER THE PAST
DECADE:

9. THE STATE DEPARTMENT'S PRINCIPAL OBJECTIVE IN BOLIVIA
ISTHE MAINTENANCE OF POLITICAL STABILITY..THE OVANDO --
TORRES GOVERNMENTS, SEPTEMBER 1969 TO AUGUST 1971, THREATEN-
ED TO UNDERMINE THE STABILITY IN BOLIVIA AND THE SURROUND-
ING AREA.... NOUSDEVELOPMENT LOANS WERE AUTHORIZED
DURING FISCAL YEARS 1970 AND 1971 AND MILITARY ASSISTANCE
WAS SUSPENDED.... THE AUGUST 1971 REVOLUTION THAT OVER-
THREW THE TORRES GOVERNMENT BROUGHT ABOUT A COMPLETE RE-
VERSAL IN THE LEFTIST POLITICAL DIRECTION BOLIVIA WAS TAK-
ING.... IN SUPPORT OF THE BANZER GOVERNMENT, THE UNITED
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STATESHAS PROVIDED APPROXIMATELY 150 MILLION IN ECONOMIC
AND MILITARY ASSISTANCE. TODAY, ALTHOUGH BOLIVIA STILL
FACES MANY POLITICAL PROBLEMS, ITSATMOSPHERE IS ONE OF
RELATIVE PEACE AND GREATER POLITICAL STABILITY.

10. THE FACTSARE THAT THE COUNTRY OF BOLIVIA IS EXPERIENC-
ING RAPID ECONOMIC GROWTH IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF "STABILITY"
WHICH ISBOUGHT AT THE EXPENSE OF THE CONSTITUTIONALLY
MANDATED AND UNIVERSALLY RECOGNIZED HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE
MAJORITY OF THE BOLIVIAN PEOPLES. THE ANNUAL GNP RATE OF
GROWTH OF BETWEEN 6 AND 7 PER CENT ISUNDERPINNED BY AN
AUSTERITY PROGRAM FOR SOCIAL SERVICES AND A CONSERVATIVE
FISCAL POLICY WHICH HASLEFT THE MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE
IMPOVERISHED.

11. IN 1977, THE REAL SALARY OF THE WORKERSIS25 LOWER

THAN IN 1971. WORKERS AND PEASANTS HAVE PROTESTED THESE
POLICIES AND PROPOSED ALTERNATIVES. THE GOVERNMENT
RESPONSE VARIES FROM TURNING A DEAF EAR TO CALLING OUT THE
MILITARY AND PROMULGATING DECREES WHICH FURTHER RESTRICT
THE PUBLIC'S FREEDOM.

12. FOR EXAMPLE, IN JANUARY OF 1974 THE GOVERNMENT REGU-
LATED PRICES OF BASIC NECESSITIES WERE GREATLY INCREASED
WHILE THE PRICES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS IN THE COCHA-
BAMBA VALLEY REMAINED FROZEN. COCHABAMBA PEASANTS PRO-
TESTED THESE INCREASES WHICH THREATENED THEIR SURVIVAL
AND MILITARY ACTION LEFT 100 DEAD AND HUNDREDS MORE WOUNDED
AND/OR IMPRISONED. [N 1976 THE MINERS STRUCK FOR AN IN-
CREASE IN WAGES WHICH HAD BEEN FROZEN SINCE 1972 AT AP-
PROXIMATELY US$1.50 PER DAY. THE MILITARY OCCUPIED THE MINES
AND IN ADDITION TO THE IMPRISONMENT AND CONVICTION OF
NUMEROUS MINERS AND THEIR FAMILIES, 25 MINING LEADERS WERE
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DEPORTED TO CHILE ALONG WITH 23 OTHER LEADERS WHO HAD BEEN
ARRESTED PREVIOUSLY.

13. THOUGH IT RECEIVESLITTLE ATTENTION IN THE HUMAN
RIGHTS ARENA, BOLIVIA ISRECEIVING INCREASING ATTENTION IN
THE ECONOMIC ARENA. IN 1975 DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN PRIVATE
INVESTMENT ESCALATED BY SOME 33. FINANCING FROM MULTI-
LATERAL AGENCIES WAS US$160 MILLION FOR 1976.

14. BOLIVIA RECEIVES MORE ASSISTANCE FROM THE AGENCY FOR
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT THAN ANY OTHER SOUTH AMERICAN
COUNTRY. FORFY 1977 USAID AND PL 480 ASSISTANCE TOTALLED
US$31 MILLION. USSECURITY ASSISTANCE AND RELATED TRANS-
ACTIONS AMOUNTED TO US$21 MILLION.

15. BOLIVIA HAS THE LOWEST STANDARD OF LIVING IN SOUTH
AMERICA WITH A PER CAPITA INCOME OF US$199 FOR ITS SPARSE
POPULATION OF 5.8 MILLION INHABITANTS. LIFE EXPECTANCY
AT BIRTH IS45 YEARS AND THE INFANT MORTALITY RATE IS154
PER 1000 BIRTHS. SOME 40 TO 50 OF THE CHILDREN ARE MAL-
NOURISHED -- 15 SEVERELY SO. OVER 60 OF THE POPULATION
ISILLITERATE AND ONLY 45 OF SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN ATTEND
SCHOOL.

16. IT ISTIME THAT THE BANZER GOVERNMENT WAS CALLED TO
ACCOUNT FOR THE ABUSE OF THE BOLIVIAN POPULATION -- A
POPULATION WHICH HASNO INPUT INTO THE POLICIES WHICH ARE

ENACTED AND ENFORCED BY A MILITARY REGIME WHICH RULES
AGAINST THEIRWILL. CHRISTOPHER
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